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 "If we teach today as we taught yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow."
(John Dewey 1859-1952)

during play children:
 

• engage in problem-solving 
• write and perform their own plays

 • ask questions about things they are
interested in

 • build new understandings through
making things

 • take risks and increase their
confidence 

 • engage in conversations with a 
wide range of peers 
• learn to negotiate 
• learn to manage themselves 
• wonder about things around their
world and share this with others

 • improve their social skills
 • learn to self-regulate

  
 

• often take on the role of
someone different 
• practise fine motor skills
necessary for writing 
• form new friendships with a
variety of ages and stages 
• have the freedom to follow their
interests 
• are creative 
• show innovation 
• show resilience 
• show respect 
• show determination 
• have fun and enjoy learning

 • lose themselves in imaginary
worlds (vet, hair salon, restaurant,
office)  

  
 

"Play is the highest form of research" - Albert Einstein

Right brain vs
left brain

 

links to the nz curriculum and beyond ...
 

The Key Competencies are a major part of the NZ Curriculum and relate closely to Te
Whaariki. They continue to be built on through secondary school and even tertiary education.

They are a set of skills that transfer to life long learning and are clearly evident through play.
 


